bourne the consequences and is still bearing them. In a manner that is the most painful both to us and the others, we are learning that the attitude towards minorities figures as a fundamental value of today's civilization. Not only the realization of legitimate national and state goals, but also the quality of life of a majority community itself and all its citizens depend on the majority nation's stance towards those who are in the minority. The majority cannot be free and happy, unless the minority also enjoy this state of affairs. We know this from experience. The Albanians make up the absolute majority in Kosovo. Therefore, the Albanians are fully responsible for the position of other peoples. Freedom and happiness to which the Albanians aspire are only attainable if other peoples coexisting in the region are also free and happy.
Serbs in Kosovo are currently unhappy, as they do not live a normal life. To begin with, they cannot make plans for the future. Those who have left for Serbia are also unhappy, as they are now far from their homesteads. Unlike many in Belgrade, who intimidate and confuse them, who inspire them with false hope and thus make them even unhappier, I would like to encourage them. Just recall the Serbs in Croatia. Most of them are in Serbia today, not of their own free will, but because of the policy that allegedly protected their homesteads and torched them instead, and sent those people to Belgrade in refugee columns. It is easy to manipulate those who are frightened, poor and confused. Therefore, no one who does not live with Kosovo Serbs should shape politics for them.
It is the citizens of Kosovo who are in the best position to be aware of their realistic and attainable interests. This is why they you should accept the fact that power can only be gained in elections and only through elections can one influence the form of government. And one can only do that through democratic institutions. The institutions enabling Kosovo Serbs to exercise their rights are located in Kosovo. That is how things have been since 1999. Living in a ghetto is the only alternative. I strongly believe there are many responsible and reasonable people among Kosovo Serbs who would not want a ghetto to determine their children's future.
The politics of the 21st century are focused on people and citizens, rather than territories. These politics are concerned with people's lives, happiness, prosperity and safety. Only in this way can a country's and a society's viable, desirable and indispensable development be secured. Serbia's civic-political option deeply involves the belief that such politics of their own record meet the interests of all citizens and vouch for our children's prosperous future. We are presently in the minority, but everyday life testifies to the validity of our political stance. If not today, those relying on the models that belong to the past will be certainly in the minority tomorrow -in Serbia and in Kosovo alike.
Today, the fact that the Albanian minority should accept that unconditional independence is a prerequisite for Kosovo's European future. The resolution of Serbia's statehood question is also a precondition for its modernization and European future as the European Union will only open its doors to sovereign states with unquestionable borders and certainly not engaged in territorial disputes
